HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN: THE FIVE BASICS OF LAST-MINUTE ENTERTAINING
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Color for

KATIE’S

KIDS

Katie Couric and her daughters team with designer
Karen Reisler to create bedrooms filled with vivid
hues and whimsical personal touches
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H-_"_r_l'.:.". kl‘; -Lr.-:-.“ I -| .- Ilm vou have children and dogs.” she says. “*Color is very uplifting.”
Cesigners Guild Miramar oiaid Color is what Couric got when interior designer Karen Reisler stepped in o
coordinating Boman thades were mado redecorate the bedrooms of her I“'\'III-.‘IJIIJ.:11I|;T'\A.. Ellic, 14, and Carrie, 10. The rooms
from Paraskeva floral print. Carrie  hadn’t been rethought since the younger girl was a toddler, and it was time for an
oves Farilyn Ronroe, 10 Relsler looked yndye. “The most important thing,” savs Reisler, who has been fnendly with Cou
- 1.|.r e : rr-' s and framed them., .. and her family since the carly 19905, “is to have design mectings with the kids
along with the girl’s own artwork

s that vou know what their fantasies are. After that, of course, your work within the
parents” parameters, but | like to keep an element of whimsy.”

Reisler has a strong predilection for the Designers Guild prints, and it's from a
range of thi=e tancitul J.hu'r\.h hl:'lru_'\. that the FI.I'I\. pn;h_-d their favorine dr-l_;:n-.
Carrie chose a pink and green scheme, so Reisler picked out a matching [ IesIgneTs
Cuild flocked-pink wallpaper and an inex pensive fuchsia shag rug from Portery
Barn. Then she |1r-l'l-"l."-| with contrasiing |.|:.':~I|:_Ilh, :'i]:ll,'ii. overing an existing chair and
adtoman in a bright plaid and using an overscale floral print on the Roman Binds
and |FI.||I.1'-"-'.* To tone down 1h-|_' infensity, existing bed and buili-in d.,'\.l-.,, as well as
doors and trims, were painted in Benjamin Moore’s White Dove.

Lllie, initially convinced that she wanted orange and purple, "ot cold feet,”
says Reisler, They picked out cool turquoise and lime hues together, and went on
frequent shopping trips for sccessories like the Artemide bedside I'”"F""- 4 sun
busrse miFror, and v Rlage wk posieTs

"1 didn’t want to hll their rooms with expensive antiques.” savs Couric, *1 wanted
classic pieces that would work even if one day we chanpe the scheme again. For now,
the bedrooms are comfortable and colorful, with a real sense of fun.”
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